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Abstract 
The question of informal garages in urban areas is a complex and varied 
phenomenon due to its sociological implications. Based on a qualitative survey in 
the Parisian suburbs, the purpose of this article is to analyze the logic and stakes 
of the survival of so-called "wild" garages in the streets of Aubervilliers and 
Vitry-sur-Seine. Through semi-structured interviews and direct observation, the 
article reveals that these wild garages constitute a social response to circumvent 
institutional barriers in entrepreneurship in France, especially among a migrants’ 
community. Furthermore, these street garages are ways for these migrants to 
integrate into the social space of their host country. Finally, the study shows that 
the popularity of these garages is conditioned by the social status, ethnic origin, 
social network, and professional experience of the migrants’ group. 
Keywords : automobile garage - informal - street - immigration - Ile-de-France. 
 
 
Résumé   
La question des garages informels en milieu urbain constitue un phénomène 
complexe et varié du fait de ses implications sociologiques. Sur la base d’enquête 
qualitative en banlieue parisienne, le propos de cet article est d’analyser les 
logiques et les enjeux de la survivance des garages dits « sauvages » dans les rues 
d’Aubervilliers et de Vitry-sur-Seine. A partir d’entretiens semi-directifs et 
d’observation directe, l’article révèle que ces garages sauvages constituent une 
réponse sociale de contournement des barrières institutionnels dans 
l’entreprenariat en France. Ensuite, ces garages de rue, sont des modalités 
d’insertion des migrants dans l’espace social d’accueil. Enfin l’étude montre que 
la permanence de ces garages est conditionnée par le statut social, l’origine 
ethnique, le réseau social et l’expérience professionnelle du praticien. 
Mots clés : garage automobile - informel – rue - immigration-Ile-de-France  
 
 
 

 
Introduction  
 
Informal automobile garages, also known as "wild garages," are becoming more 
and more common in French cities and suburbs. These garages are often located 
in public spaces such as parking lots, streets, or public squares, and are managed 
by people who are not professional mechanics or who do not comply with current 
standards and regulations (Sébastien Jacquot and Marie Morelle, 2020 ; Collectif 
Rosa Bonheur, 2017). 
This phenomenon poses many challenges to local authorities, official businesses, 
and residents in general. This current issue raises an interesting paradox related 
to the relationship between supply and demand in the automobile repair sector. 



310 
© African Review of Migration and Environment Vol. 7 No 1, June 2023 

 Revue Africaine de Migration et Environnement, Vol. 7 No 1, Juin 2023 
p-ISSN : 2664-1232 ; e-ISSN : 2791-2698 

 
 

On the one hand, there is a growing demand for affordable and accessible 
automobile repair services (Jacquot and Morelle 2019), especially in 
disadvantaged neighborhoods where social actors often have limited means. On 
the other hand, the supply of such services by formal garages is often limited due 
to strict regulations, high costs, competition, etc. As a result, informal automobile 
garages position themselves as a social response to unsatisfied demand by 
offering affordable services, but often at the expense of quality, safety, and the 
environment. This issue is not new in the social sciences and humanities. It has 
undergone numerous developments and has been the subject of several studies 
approached from the perspective of urban dimensions, work reconfigurations, 
skills involved, and links with clients (Collectif Rosa Bonheur 2017; Lefrancois 
2014; Ndiaye, Mamou and Deboulet 2019; Jacquot and Morelle 2019). 
This article aims to highlight the sociological implications of informal car garages 
from the point of view of the actors involved in this type of activity. It will 
examine the issues of functioning, regulation and impact that are closely related 
to these informal car garages. The article will also shed light on the reasons for 
the proliferation of these garages in the Parisian suburbs, particularly in 
Aubervilliers and Vitry-sur-Seine, the conditions of insertion of immigrants in 
these activities and the social representations associated with these types of 
activities. Finally, the article studies the social relations of production, 
hierarchies, and relations to norms in this field. 
To achieve these objectives, we will convene the theory of social integration and 
the concept of social capital. Integration theory can be useful in understanding 
the informal labor practices of migrants in car garages. This theory focuses on 
how immigrants integrate into host societies in terms of economic, social, and 
political participation (Sayad, 1994).  
In the context of this study, integration theory can help understand how migrants 
use informal labor to integrate into the labor market and earn a living. 
Institutional constraints and barriers to entry into the formal sector may prevent 
them from fully participating in the formal economy, but they may find ways to 
adapt and contribute to the informal economy by opening informal auto garages 
in the host social space. In sum, integration theory can help understand how 
migrants adapt to their institutional environment and how they find ways to 
participate in the local economy, despite the institutional barriers that may 
prevent them from doing so. 
Regarding the concept of social capital in its Bourdieusian conception that we use 
here in our research, it is also useful for understanding the dynamics of informal 
garages. Social capital refers to the resources that individuals and groups can 
mobilize through their social networks (Bourdieu, 2016).  In the context of 
informal garages, the migrants surveyed, use their social capital to find and 
expand their client networks but more importantly to enable their "survival" in 
an institutionally hostile environment due to constraints.  Through their ethnic 
communities and/or kinship networks, these migrants manage to find clients and 
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partners (because of their know-how) to become legal by obtaining a work 
contract in formal garages and/or regularizing their residence through work.   
Finally, we can rely on the "double disadvantage" theory to account for the 
process of insertion of migrants in economic activities in the host social space. 
Indeed, a common theory in the literature on ethnic economics is that poor 
immigrants tend to become entrepreneurs through informal, unregulated 
enterprises.  However, in the absence of resources essential to becoming 
entrepreneurs - such as skills or language - and thus doubly disadvantaged, they 
have no choice but to turn to the informal economy (Light, 1979; Light and 
Rosenstein, 1995).  As far as our field is concerned, these migrants, already poor 
due to their immigrant status, also face institutional barriers to becoming legal 
entrepreneurs in France, such as the requirements for starting a business and the 
high costs of obtaining physical space to open a legal car garage. In addition, they 
may lack the necessary qualifications to become entrepreneurs and may also face 
language barriers. 
In this situation, therefore, migrants find themselves doubly disadvantaged and 
are forced to turn to the underground economy to subsist. This common theory 
of the ethnic economy is indeed applicable to their situation, as they have few 
choices to survive in a difficult economic context. However, working in the 
informal economy also carries risks and uncertainties, including security and 
legal repression. 
  
Review of the literature 
Authors Sébastien Jacquot and Marie Morelle, argue that the informal activity of 
street mechanics must be considered differently because of its social uses. They 
suggest replacing the terms "mechanics" or "wild garage", which have a negative 
connotation, by "street mechanics", which is more acceptable because of its social 
uses. According to the authors, street mechanics is important informal activity 
for popular economies and for immigrants who do not always have access to who 
do not always have access to formal employment because of their status. 
In this sense, Yankel Fijalkow and Vincent Renard (2010), in their articles on 
"and urban restructuring in Île-de-France: an informal economy in 
transformation informal economy in transformation", addresses the issue of 
informal garages in Île-de- France by placing them in their socio-economic and 
urban context. The authors show that informal garages are a complex 
phenomenon that is closely linked to closely linked to urban planning. They point 
out that these street garages are often located in disadvantaged areas where there 
are few employment opportunities and where the population is facing economic 
difficulties. At the same time, these garages provide essential outreach services 
to residents of these areas. The authors also show that policies to close these 
garages can be counterproductive garages may be counterproductive, as they may 
result in the loss of these neighborhood services and the displacement of informal 
activities to other urban areas. 
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1. Methodology  

This article is based on data from a series of investigations conducted in the 
municipalities of Aubervilliers and Vitry-sur-Seine between February and March 
2023. Data collection was done in the streets of these municipalities, used for the 
occasion as an "informal garage". In times of need, we were led by our network 
of acquaintances to these social spaces. From this consumer relationship with the 
services offered in these social spaces, we moved to an investigative relationship 
to systematically conduct surveys among these "informal garages" operating in 
these social spaces and consumers of the services offered. In addition to these 
participants, we were able to interview residents in both municipalities. Using 
the principle of saturation (where responses become redundant), we limited 
ourselves to twenty-seven (27) structured interviews as follows: Seventeen semi-
directive interviews with garages of all specialties (general mechanics (9), 
automotive electrician (4), painter (2), tinsmith-bodybuilder (2). 
Ten semi-directive interviews with residents in the municipality of Aubervilliers 
(7) and Vitry-sur-Seine (3). The collected information was processed using data 
processing adapted to the qualitative perspective of the study. This involved the 
thematic content analysis of the data. The semi-directive interviews with the 
"mechanics119" focused on the conditions for entering the activity, social 
production relationships, and knowledge of the regulations and norms related to 
this type of activity. As for consumers and residents, the surveys focused on the 
social representations associated with these activities in these municipalities and 
their relationships with this type of activity. Thematic content analysis was used 
to identify analytical categories related to the ideological resources for 
legitimizing entry into these so-called "wild120" activities, social production 
networks, the socio-historical evolution of these informal garages in the 
municipalities of Aubervilliers and Vitry-sur-Seine, and the social 
representations associated with these activities. In this way of proceeding, we 
obtained the results below. 
 

2. Results 
2.1. Institutional barriers and the shift to informal sector  

It is true that French regulations pose a barrier for these migrant "mechanics" 
who operate in the informal121 sector on the streets of certain Parisian suburbs, 
notably in Aubervilliers and Vitry-sur-Seine for this study. Some of the 

                                                      
119 Here in this article, garages of all specialties will be referred to as mechanics, especially 

since each specialist in these spaces has more than one skill. In addition to their specialties, 

they also occasionally perform general mechanical work for minor repairs (brake pad 

replacement, oil change, tire change, etc.). 
120 We alternate the use of the terms "wild garage" and "informal garage" in this text to 

refer to the same reality 
121 In disregard of the regulations and legislation in force 
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institutional barriers that push these migrants towards the informal sector 
include the tenacious conditions for starting a business in France by already 
socially disadvantaged migrants’ group. For example, the high costs of obtaining 
physical space (premises) to open a legal automobile garage seems overbearing.  

Firstly, creating a business in France generally requires the applicant to 
satisfy a certain number of requirements, including regularity of 
residence and, most importantly, qualification122. In the case of creating 
an automobile garage, the candidate must necessarily hold a Certificate 
of Professional Aptitude (CAP) in automobile maintenance or another 
degree in automobile repair123. In addition to this procedure, several prior 
declarations and/or requests for authorization must be submitted 
depending on the activity carried out. These are mainly formalities 
related to classified installations for the protection of the environment 
(ICPE). Below is a non-exhaustive list: 

 
Table 1: Summary table of activities related to mechanics, formalities, 

and conditions. 

Activité Formalités Conditions 

Réparation et 
entretien de 
véhicules et engins à 
moteur 

1- Demande 
d’autorisation 
2- Déclaration suivie 
de contrôles 

Surface de l’atelier 
supérieure à 5 000 m2 (1) ou 
à 2 000 m2 (2) 

Fourniture et pose de 
vernis, peinture ou 
apprêt 

1- Demande 
d’autorisation 
2- Déclaration suivie 
de contrôles 

Quantité de produits 
utilisés supérieure à 100 kg 
par jour (1) ou à 10 kg par 
jour (2) * 

                                                      
122 Professional qualification is regulated by Decree No. 98-246 of April 2, 1998, regarding 
the professional qualification required for the exercise of activities listed in Article 16 of 
Law No. 96-603 of July 5, 1996, relating to the development and promotion of commerce 
and crafts. The crafts activities concerned include, among others: maintenance and repair 
of vehicles and machinery: automobile repairer, bodywork technician, motorcycle 
repairer, agricultural, forestry and public works equipment repairer. Construction, 
maintenance, and repair of buildings: jobs in the primary, secondary, and finishing 
building trades. The installation, maintenance, and repair of networks and equipment 
using fluids, as well as equipment and materials intended for the gas supply or heating of 
buildings, and electrical installations: plumber, heating engineer, electrician, air 
conditioning technician, and installer of water, gas, or electricity networks, etc. 
https://www.cma94.com/fr/creer-ou-reprendre-une-entreprise/metiers-
reglementes.html consulted on 20-02-2023. 
123 Chamber of Trades and Crafts (CMA), Ile-de-France 

https://www.cma94.com/fr/creer-ou-reprendre-une-entreprise/metiers-reglementes.html
https://www.cma94.com/fr/creer-ou-reprendre-une-entreprise/metiers-reglementes.html
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Activité Formalités Conditions 

Travail mécanique 
des métaux et 
alliages 

1- Enregistrement des 
installations 
2- Déclaration suivie 
de contrôles 

Puissance des machines 
supérieure à 1 000 kW (1) 
ou à 150 kW (2) 

Utilisation de fluides 
réfrigérants 

Obtention d’une 
attestation de capacité 

Sans condition 

Dépannage et 
remorquage sur 
autoroutes 

Obtention d’un 
agrément des 
pouvoirs publics 

Sans condition 

Source : le coin des entrepreneurs.fr 
 
 
The cost and availability of premises that would allow the exercise of such an 
activity are for most respondents "mission impossible", especially since these 
migrants, mostly in irregular status of stay and living by their wits, cannot have 
the necessary financial capital and legal wherewithal to meet this condition. In 
this regard, one respondent says:  

"(...) it's difficult to have your own garage here. If you don't have papers, 
you can't do anything in France. Even when you leave, they will ask you 
for a lot of paperwork, to open the business account they will ask you for 
papers... to declare it's paperwork. Now who will give you a warehouse to 
make your garage if you don't have the means... it's mission impossible. 
We can't do it, we don't have papers... " [Mustafa, 42 years old mechanic, 
18.02.2023] 

This viewpoint is corroborated by Mohammed, an Ivorian-born electrician who 
believes that,  

"It's the state that doesn't facilitate our integration. Otherwise, if 
things were made easier for us, we would pay taxes, but as it is, 
we are forced to work under the table like this. Otherwise, if we 
could, we would all open our own garages... you see, in Abidjan, 
it's easier because the city council doesn't make things as 
complicated as they do here... « [Mohammed, 31-year-old 
electrician, 18.02.2023] 
In other words, the survey respondents are pushed towards the informal 

sector, where they can circumvent certain institutional barriers, they face. 
Although the risks are multiple (legal, security, etc.), this practice allows 
migrants to enter the labor market. It is a subsistence activity as argued by 
Sébastien Jacquot and Marie Morelle (2020). 
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2.2. Modalities of insertion into street garages in Aubervilliers and 

Vitry-Sur-Seine 
The conditions for the insertion of immigrants into informal garages can vary 
depending on different factors, such as the countries of origin of the migrants, 
their legal status, their technical skills in automobile mechanics, and their 
relationships with other members of the immigrant community (Serra and Díaz, 
2016; Grange and Tadié, 2017). However, some common conditions can be 
observed, such as the need to quickly find employment to support the needs of 
the family and send money to the family left behind in the country of origin 
(Collectif Rosa Bonheur, 2017). Indeed, the difficulty in finding regular 
employment due to institutional barriers, resources, and/or qualification 
problems leads these immigrants to orient themselves in most cases towards 
informal sectors. Their insertion strategies are focused on community and/or 
kinship networks. The knowledge of members of the immigrant community who 
have already worked in informal garages and who can help facilitate entry into 
this type of employment is a social resource that these immigrants mobilize in 
this process of insertion into activities where access conditions are rigorously 
regulated (Sébastien Jacquot and Marie Morelle, 2020). 

 
"(...) I knew in Abidjan a friend who worked in front of the 
hostel. So when I came, I came to help him. That's how I started 
buying my equipment and people started to know me. So I often 
repaired cars for acquaintances" [Ali, 29 years old mechanic, 
22.02.2023]. 

 
2.3.  The socio-historical evolution of “wild garages” in the Paris region 

In the 1960s and 1970s, North African immigration to France experienced 
significant growth due to the need for labor in the industrial and construction 
sectors (Gérard Noiriel, 1988; Bekouchi Mohamed Hamadi, 1984; Philippe 
Bernard, 1993; Laure Pitti, 2006). Many immigrants also worked in car garages, 
often as mechanics, which is referred to in the literature as "skilled workers" 
(Laure Pitti, 2006). Authors such as historian Laure Pitti (2006) or, before her, 
sociologist Abdelmalek Sayad (1977) saw this North African labor force as the 
driving force behind the automobile industry in France. With the economic 
downturn of the late 1970s and, especially, the implementation of restrictive 
policies (M'bodje Mamadou, 2019) - controlling immigration and access to 
employment for foreigners - migrants turned to informal activities (especially 
outside regulatory frameworks), which could be described as underground 
economy or resourcefulness (A. Medhi, 2013 cited by Diarra Krikou and Youssouf 
Méité, 2023). "Street" or "parking" garages emerged as a solution to this 
impending employment crisis but also as an opportunity for the middle classes to 
reduce the maintenance and repair costs of their vehicles in a difficult economic 
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context124 (Collectif Rosa Bonheur 2017; Abou Ndiaye, Khedidja Mamou, and 
Agnès Deboulet, 2019). 
The Maghrebi immigrants have been particularly affected by unemployment and 
have often created their own informal garages to support themselves and their 
families. Slimane, an Algerian retired street mechanic, reveals that:  

“he worked at Renault in 1970, but when he returned to work after 
getting married in Algeria in October 1977, he was laid off. He 
couldn't find work in France due to the crisis, so he bought some 
tools and started fixing cars informally (source? Citation is 
necessary). People trusted him because they knew he worked at 
Renault, and he could earn around 450 francs per day and double that 
on weekends. Tahirou, a resident of Vitry-sur-Seine, also mentions 
that his father started fixing cars informally after losing his job and 
it helped them pay for expenses and even schooling” [Slimane, 78 
years old, retired mechanic, resident of Vitry-sur-Seine- 22.02.2023]. 

In the 2000s, informal garages continued to proliferate due to increased 
competition in the automobile mechanic sector and the rising cost of 
living. They also attracted lower-middle-class customers who wanted to 
save money on car repairs. Over the years, informal garages have faced 
issues related to regulation, safety, and the environment. Local 
authorities have often tried to shut down these garages, but with the 
influx of Sub-Saharan migrants, these informal activities have 
intensified in some popular neighborhoods and around migrant 
communities. These informal garages are considered legitimate in the 
eyes of the population due to their socio-economic functions, which 
contribute to their permanence in these popular neighborhoods. 
In conclusion, the socio-historical evolution of informal garages in the 
Paris region is closely linked to the economic, social, and political changes 
that have taken place in France in recent decades. The rise in 
unemployment, immigration, cost of living, and increased competition 
in the automobile mechanic sector has all contributed to the growth of 
these informal garages in the Paris region, as with most informal 
activities in urban spaces. Abou Ndiaye et al. describe them as "activities 

                                                      
124 The oil crisis of the late 1973 had a direct impact on the automotive industry, leading to 

downsizing in several economic sectors, including industry. The effects of the crisis 

continued in the 1980s with a significant increase in unemployment for both nationals and 

immigrants. In this regard, in an article published in 2019, Mr. Bodje Mamadou pointed out 

that during this period, "we can observe the harshness of the Marcellin-Fontanet circulars of 

1972, put in place to control immigration, in the same line as the law of August 10, 1932, the 

first immigration law favoring French workers (national preference) with the objective of 

limiting the number of foreigners employed in companies." The informal sector became a 

strategy for "survival." 
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that draw a geography of resourcefulness in popular neighborhoods." 
(Abou Ndiaye, Khedidja Mamou, and Agnès Deboulet, 2019, pp 1) 
 
2.4.  Social representations associated with informal garages in 

Aubervilliers and Vitry-Sur-Seine 
Social representations associated with informal garages can vary depending on 
everyone’s perspective and experiences. In the discourse and social 
representations of the survey respondents, these informal garages are often 
considered illegal because they do not comply with the standards and regulations 
in force for automotive garages. This perception is associated with an image of 
risk, insecurity, and danger for customers. In this regard, a resident in Vitry-sur-
Seine confides the following: 

"(...) Well, I think these garages are a problem for the 
neighborhood. They pollute the environment with their exhaust 
fumes and waste, and they often illegally occupy public space. In 
addition, they can be noisy and cause disruptions for local 
residents. Moreover, I have difficulties finding a parking space 
near my business, and I discovered that it was because an 
informal garage had occupied part of the street to make repairs 
on cars (...). This has caused me a lot of stress and delay in my 
work." [Fatima, 37 years old, resident of Vitry-sur-Seine, 
17.03.2023]. 
 

In the statements of the respondents, the issue of economy and low costs is 
mentioned. In fact, informal garages are perceived by consumers of the services 
offered as a cheaper alternative to formal garages (Sébastien Jacquot and Marie 
Morelle, 2020). This perception is often linked to an image of resourcefulness, 
tinkering and/or low-cost repairs. Prices are not fixed, but negotiated, and at 
times, kinship and/or acquaintances are used as a resource to get the "right price," 
the arranged price. The following excerpts are representative of this perception 
that consumers of these garages have of their activities: 

 
"Here we can negotiate (...) it's my cousin, I can bargain here, 
while in a garage it's not possible with the VAT to pay, it's too 
expensive. Here it's family, it's between us, we always agree, 
there's no problem, everyone comes here, even white people...it's 
everybody here, we have the good plans (...)" [Sévérin, 62-year-
old customer, Aubervilliers 17.02.2023]. 
 
"These are our cousins...in other garages to change a brake pad 
and do an oil change it's 120 bucks...here I negotiated 70 with my 
cousin...you see? And the work is well done..." [Nassim, 31-year-
old customer, Vitry-sur-Seine 07.02.2023]. 
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But alongside these perceptions related to lower repair costs, some respondents 
mention the issue of solidarity, mutual aid, and/or fighting against exclusion 
towards these garages, which are often perceived as people from the working 
classes, immigrants who are trying to survive in a difficult economy. 

 
"I come here because, in addition to being cheaper, we can talk, 
we are all Ivorians. There is no barrier between us. We talk and 
discuss, and the work is done in a good atmosphere, no one is 
upset. In real garages, there is no human warmth, you drop off 
your car, you come back after paying...there is no conversation, 
it's money first, but here it's the person first, we talk among 
ourselves..." [Oumar, 27-year-old customer, Aubervilliers 
27.02.2023]. 
 

But despite these "positive" perceptions, it remains true that some respondents 
perceive these informal garages as offering lower quality services compared to 
official garages. This perception can be linked to an image of improvisation, lack 
of professionalism, singular experiences, but also a lack of guarantees. 

 
"We know the risk of coming here...there's no guarantee. Often, 
they proceed by trial and error...so it's risky. I had a bad 
experience, I had a BMW, and for a problem of a drop in engine 
speed, the guy made me spend money by changing parts that 
weren't the reason. So, I lost time and money. It was in a garage 
in Montreuil that people did a good diagnosis with a device to see 
that it was a problem with the coil and spark plug...so I don't 
repair my car there anymore." [Cédric, 51-year-old resident, 
Vitry-sur-Seine 08.02.2023]. 

 
2.5.  Social relations of production (functioning, structuring, hierarchies, 

relationships with norms, etc 
The social relations of production in informal garages can vary depending on 
various factors such as geographical location, socio-economic conditions, and the 
characteristics of the "mechanics". Indeed, in the observed social spaces, the 
garages operate informally and flexibly, without a formal hierarchy and without 
a clear "normative framework". Practitioners work autonomously, without 
specified rules regarding management and quality control. The only rules that 
govern these workspaces are those related to rules of etiquette and/or "good 
neighborly practices". 

 
"(...) here, we respect each other, there are no bosses or bosses 
here...we all look for each other. So, there is no history between 
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us, we don't step on each other's toes. Everyone has their own 
clients...if I can't do a job, I call a friend who can, and that's how 
we help each other out here. I don't do electrical work, so when I 
have a customer for that, I call Lasso...that's his job...He also 
often gives me customers..." [Ousmane, 25 years old, mechanic, 
Aubervilliers 11.02.2023]. 

 
Social relations between social actors in these spaces are structured around family 
ties, friendships, or relationships of trust, among colleagues, but especially 
between these practitioners and those who consume their services. Like any 
kinship relationship, this implies the existence of a "symbolic authority that 
embodies the figure of the 'father' (elders) who is the guarantor of the group's 
cohesion, the one that the respondents designate as their 'old fathers'." 

 
"It's old Kassim who is our old father here...he's not the boss, but 
when there are problems, he intervenes, he's a bit like our 
spokesperson, he often checks because people do oil changes and 
then they leave the engine oil on the road, that's not good, the 
town hall is against that, so he's here to ask us to pick up our 
garbage when we finish working..." [Michel, 36-year-old sheet 
metal worker, Aubervilliers 15.02.2023]. 

 
In the same vein, when questioned, the "elders" Kassim confides this: 

"We do this, but it's illegal...I started here with an Algerian 
friend in 1987, but it was to help the neighbors because I myself 
was in a garage in Montreuil...so it was on Saturdays and 
Sundays that I tinkered in front of the foyer, and then the young 
people who came on the water started coming in large numbers 
because they had a trade before in Abidjan...but when they work, 
they don't clean the engine oil, that's not good...so it's me who 
polices them, otherwise the town hall will create problems for us, 
and also when there are problems between young people, I calm 
them down, I'm a bit like their dad but not their boss..." [Kassim, 
67 years old, elder, Aubervilliers 15.02.2023]. 

 
Although these informal garages do not have a formal hierarchy, there are 
implicit power relations between the oldest and the newcomers. These social 
elders, by virtue of their experience, contribute to maintaining peace among 
members of the endogroup. It is a kind of moral guarantee whose legitimacy to 
act as such is accepted by all as self-evident due to his age and/or experience 
gained in this activity. 
 

3. Discussion   
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Some of our survey results reveal that this sector of activity is mainly dominated 
by migrants, most of whom are in an irregular situation and who use these street 
garages as a means of subsistence. Their permanence in the urban space in our 
case in the communes of Aubervilliers and Vitry-sur-Seine lies in its socio-
economic functions which besides were evoked in other the Lille region by the 
consortium of researchers "rosa bonheur, 2017a; 2019".  In this respect, street 
garages are a means of keeping a certain part of the population in an irregular 
situation busy and contribute to the fight against the phenomena of banditry and 
delinquency among young people. If, at the level of the social representations of 
the respondents, these garages are illegal places, as we have underlined above in 
the presentation of our results, the fact remains that they allow many motorists 
to repair their cars, most often at low cost. Some studies, notably those of Alain 
Tarrius (2000), carried out in other French cities, show that immigrants are very 
present in the underground economy in Marseille    
 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, informal automobile garages on the streets of Aubervilliers and 
Vitry sur Seine raise complex and varied questions. On the one hand, they offer 
low-cost services to a population that cannot always afford to have their vehicle 
maintained in official garages. On the other hand, these informal activities raise 
issues of safety, unfair competition, and urban planning. It is therefore necessary 
to find solutions to regulate these activities while considering the needs and 
realities of the populations concerned. The sustainability of this activity mainly 
resides in the social representations associated with entrepreneurship, but also 
and especially in the socio-economic functions of these street mechanics in social 
spaces of implantations. 
Further research is needed to better understand the socio-economic dynamics and 
social representations associated with these informal practices in other localities 
to try to find sociological consistency. Public authorities can also play a key role 
in encouraging alternative initiatives, such as the creation of solidarity garages or 
the regulation of existing informal activities, to better meet the needs of 
populations while ensuring their safety and well-being. 
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